CELEBRATING THE LIVES
OF GOD'S SAINTS
North Alabama Conference
Memorial Service
October 1, 2020

“God's Amazing Grace”
Revs. Dorothy Ann and Fred Webster, preaching
Romans 8: 31-35, 37-39

We give thanks for the lives of these saints,
who joined the eternal church this year:
Reverend Jimmy R. Beck

Reverend John Hassell Jr.

Reverend Stanley P. Clark

Mrs. Betty Daniel Hazel

Reverend Dewayne Clifton

Reverend Dr. Phillip Huckaby

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Collins

Reverend William O. "Bill" Lipp

Reverend John Cosby

Mrs. Annie Masters

Reverend Edward H. "Ted" Cramer

Reverend L.B. "Jake" Mays

Mrs. Donna F. Ellison

Mrs. Jimmie Parris

Mrs. Barbara Euler

Mrs. Karen Robinson

Mrs. Irene Gandy

Mrs. Mildred J. Sears

Mrs. Mildred Gilbert

Reverend Robert W. Smith Jr.

Mr. Phillip Grissom

Mrs. Katherine Savage "Kay" Twilley

Mrs. Dorothy Grove

Reverend Roy Wolfe

Reverend Robert Wilbanks Gunn

Mrs. Lessie Wren

Mrs. Annie Nora Hart

Jimmy R. Beck
March 23, 1936−October 2, 2019
Jimmy Rudolph Beck was born March 23, 1936, in Randolph County, Alabama, to J.W. and
Minnie Ragsdale Beck. Siblings included Tom, Bill, Marley, Bob, Nevada and Ruth. He was
married to Sue Stephens Beck, who preceded him in death. He later married Norma Jean
Sprayberry Beck on September 22, 1971, in Gadsden. Rev. Beck passed away on October 2,
2019. His funeral was held at Morgan Funeral Home in Attalla. He is survived by his children,
Jimmy Jr., Stephen and Mark Beck, Mickey and Darryl Farmer; seven grandchildren and 12
great-grandchildren.
Rev. Beck attended Oxford High School, Athens State University, Gadsden State Community
College, Jacksonville State University, Snead State Community College, the North Alabama
Conference United Methodist Course of Study and Emory University. He became a local pastor in 1957, a deacon in
1964 and an elder in 1967. During his ministry, he served in churches located in Jackson, Randolph, Etowah, Blount
and St. Clair counties.
Rev. Beck received the “Town and Country Certificate” in 1966 and 1967, and the “Town and Country Certificate of
Citation” in 1969. His hobbies included repairing tractors and visiting the Gulf Coast that he enjoyed so much.
Commendation by his wife Norma Beck
Rev. Jim Beck, affectionately known as “Preacher and Tractor Man,” was called home on October 2, 2019.
Jim left this earthly life doing what he loved best and that was helping someone. A couple had a flat tire and Jim
helped fix it. He was talking to them and fell lifeless to the ground. He was gone quickly and that was what he would
have wanted.
He loved the United Methodist Church and served it faithfully for years. He enjoyed working at the food pantry at
Christ Central United Methodist Church in Rainbow City. He loved the participants and they loved him. The last few
months of his life, he attended Evergreen United Methodist Church in Springville. He loved going there and loved the
people of the church.
Jim and I married on September 22, 1971. We raised five boys during our 48 years of marriage. We had seven
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. The youngest one was named for Jim. I thank God for the life and witness
of my dear husband. He carried out his ministry with a depth that few of us know! “Well done thy good and faithful
servant.”

Stanley P. Clark
April 16, 1936−January 11, 2020
Stanley Prentiss Clark was born April 16, 1936, in Decatur, Alabama, to Eugene Hobson and
Doris Irene Guild Clark. He was married to Dr. Kathy Vernon on April 16, 1962, at Calvary
United Methodist Church in Nashville. Stanley passed away January 11, 2020.
He graduated from Decatur High School in 1954, earned a B.A. from Birmingham-Southern College
in 1958, and completed his B.D. at Emory University's Candler School of Theology on March 17,
1962. He was licensed to preach April 26, 1955, by Dr. Otis Kirby, ordained Deacon Sept. 8, 1960,
by Bishop Bachman Hodge, and ordained an Elder in Full Connection on June 15, 1962, by Bishop
Nolan Harmon. During his 48 years of service, he served many churches in the North Alabama
Conference in addition to serving as Dorm Director at Georgia Military Academy in 1958-59.
At the District level, Rev. Clark counseled probationary members, served on the Board of Ministry, Council on
Ministries, represented three sequential districts as a Lake Junaluska Advisor, and was certified at Early Response Training.
Conference-level service included three terms on the Board of Ministry, Chair of Disability Ministries, created displays
for the Board of Social Concerns, and served as a member of the Commission on the Status and Role of Women. He
directed elementary camps at Sumatanga for 12 years and was a frequent counselor at senior high camps. He served on
the Advisory Board of the Methodist Children’s Home.
For the Southeast Jurisdiction, Rev. Clark was a board member of Junaluska Associates for eight years and trained at the
Jurisdictional level to be a certified UMVIM team leader in 2004. He served as a page at General Conference in Dallas
in 1968, and on secretarial staff for General Conferences in St. Louis in 1970 and in Atlanta in 1972. He served on two
mission teams to Honduras after retirement.
He had a knack for providing ecumenical leadership in the community. A single act that has had great long-term impact
on an entire town occurred in 1993. Rev. Clark offered a new Church of Christ the use of the United Methodist Church
parking area, leading to a joint worship service. In 1970, he started a ministerial association in Decatur, which led to the
organization of CCC (Community Church Cooperation agency) that is still serving the community today.
Other work of note included leading churches in property expansion and building, evangelism leading to significant
increases in membership at the churches he served, and to his receiving the District Evangelism Award while serving
Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church in the Northwest District. The church received a record number of 365
members that year.
Rev. Clark loved sharing his gift of music. He used this gifft to participate at the choir program at each church he served,
where he often sang solos and formed brass ensembles. An accomplished writer, he wrote a unit for a Methodist youth
publication, had a sermon published in the Methodist Christian Advocate, a devotional in the Upper Room, and articles in
the Decatur Daily newspaper. He wrote a weekly column in his church newsletter. He sometimes received letters from
other towns and other states thanking him for his words. He loved humor and told jokes on himself.
He was elected president of the ministerial association in several places, a tail-twister of the Piedmont Lions Club,
permanent chaplain of the Piedmont City Council, and led prayer for the Alabama House of Representatives. He was
chosen baccalaureate speaker by the senior class at Cherokee County High School, led prayer at football games, city
council meetings, university graduation ceremonies and civic meetings. In retirement, he joined the Civitan Club and was
a district officer for 10 years, local club president and chaplain of two clubs, served on the District board of directors, as
sergeant-at-arms, song leader, and chaplain. He was awarded Most Outstanding Director, became a Fellow at the Civitan
International Research Center, and received two Honor keys for his service.
In his spare time, Rev. Clark enjoyed raising and showing registered collies, candle making and traveling the 48
contiguous states. His celebration of life was held at his home church, Central UMC in Decatur. Stanley was survived by
his wife Dr. Kathy Clark; son Stanley Martin Clark (d. 6/2/2020); daughter, Jennifer Clark Larsen; grandchildren Michael
Copen, Maddox Larsen, Walter Larsen, Lexianna Larsen, Ashley Clark Parker, Teresa Clark, and Mallory Clark; greatgrandchild Emma Grace Parker; siblings Dr. Eugene Clif Clark, Doris Clark Wilhite and Dr. Katherine Clark Hollingsworth.

Commendation by Rev. R.G. Wilson-Lyons
Stanley Clark was the first minister to whom I ever said the words, “I think I may be called to ministry,” out loud.
Stanley had this way of making you feel like God could use you. Rather than being a pastor who led by the force of his
personality, he chose to lead by connecting with people, by building relationships, and with kindness and humility.
Stanley was a man deeply committed to his faith, to his family, and to the United Methodist Church. Stanley was
committed to people – to making them feel like they mattered. Rev. Joe VanDyke, from Magnolia Church of Christ, said
of him, “The impact of his simple gesture of kindness in 1993 to our new congregation is still felt today as bridges have
replaced walls that once divided denominations. He saw and practiced the bigger picture envisioned and set before us by
Christ.” Rev. Barry Anderson wrote to him, “You have been true to yourself and true to God’s will.” Stanley leaves behind
a legacy for our Conference of how to lead so that loving God and loving neighbor is always the most important thing.

E. Dewayne Clifton
November 21, 1945−December 15, 2019
Eartis Dewayne Clifton of Fort Payne, age 74, passed away December 15, 2019. He was a retired
local pastor in the North Alabama Conference. Funeral services were held December 18, 2019,
at Mountain View Mausoleum Chapel with Rev. Jervis Young officiating.
Rev. Clifton is survived by his wife, Margaret Erwin Clifton; son Jonathan (Jennifer) Clifton;
sisters Imogene Shaddix, Willodean Carter, Lucretia Fuller and Jessie Brumbeloe; sister-in-law
Judy (Bob) Hayes; brother Cread Clifton; grandchildren Kirsten Brown and Eli Clifton; and
many honorary grandchildren, nieces, nephews, great nieces, great nephews, and cousins.
Dewayne was preceded in death by his parents, J.W. and Flora Clifton; sisters Mildred Hamlin
and Christine Pope; his grandparents; a sister-in-law and six brothers-in-law.

Elizabeth M. Collins
February 8, 1925−October 15, 2019
Elizabeth M. Collins, age 94, of Trussville, originally from Leeds, passed away on October 15, 2019. She was a
member of Trussville First United Methodist Church. She is preceded in death by her parents, Norma and Bessie
Muir; her husband, Rev. Milford M. Collins Sr.; and her son, Milford Mckinley Collins Jr. She is survived by her
children, John Samuel Collins (Deborah Irene), Sue Collins Hopson (Mike), Teresa Collins Aldrich (Ronald Eugene);
grandchildren Kellie Irene Slaughter, Wendy Noel Gottfried, Autumn Rebecca Aldrich, Jonathan Stephen Aldrich,
Ronald Alexander Aldrich and Rebecca Ann Hopson; and great-grandchildren Myleigh Slaughter, Melaina Slaughter,
Ryder Slaughter, Ruby Zellner, Rose Zellner, Mollie Zellner, Madison Gottfried and Harper Gottfried.
Mrs. Collins's funeral service was held October 17, 2019, in the Chapel at Jefferson Memorial in Trussville.

John W. Cosby
April 23, 1942−May 23, 2019
Reverend John W. Cosby died on May 23, 2019, at the age of 77. He was a retired elder who
served Spring Garden/Union Grove, Ebenezer, Wadley Co-operative Parish, Eulaton, Winfield
First, St. Mark (Anniston) and St. Andrews/Riser's Chapel United Methodist Churches during
his years as a pastor.
Rev. Cosby became a povisional member in 1985 and was received in full connection as a
deacon in 1985 and an elder in 1988. He entered retirement in 2004.

Edward H. "Ted" Cramer
May 10, 1928−November 17, 2019
Edward H. (Ted) Cramer passed away at home on November 17, 2019, at the age of 91. He was
born May 10, 1928, in Pennsylvania.
Rev. Cramer was a graduate of Ensley High School in Birmingham and Birmingham-Southern
College. A member of First United Methodist Birmingham, Ted was a Navy Korean War
veteran, retired United Methodist minister and retiree of AT&T.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Gloria Fay Cramer; daughter, Beverly Cagel; daughterin-law Judy Cramer; and granddaughter Angie Cramer. He is survived by his son, Charles
(Chuck) Cramer; grandsons Brian (Kim) and Jeff Cramer and David and Terry Kinnane;
great granddaughters McKenzie Cramer and Jilian Frickman. The funeral service was held at
November 20, 2019, at Ridouts Elmwood Chapel with burial to following at Elmwood Cemetery.

Donna Faye Ellison
February 9, 1948−August 19, 2019
Donna Fay Ellison was born on February 9, 1948, in Birmingham, to J.C. and Zelda
McCullough Green. She married Rev. Franklin D. Ellison December 11, 1972.
Mrs. Ellison was raised in Center Point, where she attended Hilldale Baptist Church and was a
graduate of Jefferson State Community College. She taught Special Education at Clements High
School. She was a highly regarded preacher’s wife for 37 years.
At the time of her death, Mrs. Ellison was a member of Rogersville United Methodist Church
where she sang in the choir, taught Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. Donna’s favorite
hobbies included gardening, reading and sewing.
A funeral service was held August 22, 2019, at Rogersville United Methodist Church with Rev.
Robert Lancaster and Bill Barlow officiating. Burial followed in Oliver Bedingfield Cemetery.
She is survived by her loving husband, Rev. Frank Ellison; children, Lee (Michael) Gordon and Courtney Ellison;
grandchildren, Michaela Grace and Abigail Lee Gordon and Charles Porter Ellison; brother, Millard Green (Linda);
and numerous nieces and nephews.
Commendation by Rev. Robert Lancaster
I had the pleasure and joy of serving as one of Donna’s pastors for seven years. Donna was loved by many of the pastors
who served at Rogersville. She was an amazing lady and servant of God. Donna was part of the United Methodit Women,
Sunday School teacher and the wife of retired Elder Rev. Frank Ellison. As a pastor’s wife she was an Annual Conference
Delegate, hostess, Sunday School teacher and all the duties that come with that role. She did all of them well and she did
them with pride.
Donna was an amazing Sunday School teacher. I doubt there was much she didn’t know about the Bible. I can’t count the
number of times different people told me how much they loved her class and what a wonderful teacher she had been over
the years. Even after her stroke Donna was faithful to continue coming to church. Once she began to battle other illnesses,
she continued to be at church every chance she had. She loved being in the house of the Lord and Celebrating Jesus.
She loved her grandchildren. Every time I would go visit with her; she would bring me up to date on each one of them.
She would tell how they were doing in school and anything extra they were involved in. Donna and Frank both always
invited me into their home. But more than that they invited me into their lives though the stories of different places they
had served and their experiences in the ministry and in retirement.
Donna always cared how my family and I were doing. When I would go visit Donna and Frank, she would always ask
me,"How are things at the church?" Donna knew church life could be difficult for the pastor and his family. She cared
about how we were doing. I could talk to Donna and Frank about things happening in the church that I was struggling
with and they would listen and laugh sometimes and other times they would sit and just be quiet. If Donna had an
opinion about something I had done or something going on, she made sure I knew about it. I loved it. I always knew
right where I stood with her and how she felt about the church. I always left their home feeling better as if a weight had
been lifted off my shoulder.
Donna was a special gift to the places she and Frank served, to her friends and most of all to her family. My family and
I dearly loved her. She is missed by her friends and missed the most by Frank. We lost a friend; heaven gained a faithful
servant.

Barbara Euler
August 3, 1934−October 9, 2019
Barbara Euler, surviving spouse of Rev. Lon Euler, was born August 3, 1934, and died October
9, 2019, following a long illness. She is survived by two daughters, the Rev. Lonna Lynn Euler
Higgs, (Rev. Lawton Higgs Jr.) and Jana Euler Gimenez (Tony); two granddaughters, Mary
Hannah Higgs and Ella Gimenez; and a brother, the Rev. Elliott Wright. Born into a parsonage
family and married to a Methodist pastor for 42 years, Barbara devoted her energy to local and
regional Methodist ministries, including housing and summer camps for mentally challenged
adults. From 1975 to 2008 she directed special camps at Sumatanga, the camping and retreat
facility of the North Alabama Annual Conference, and in 1995 helped to found the United
Methodist Residential Alternatives Promise Homes. The “Euler Stephens Gattis Foundation,”
currently being established to support special camps at Sumatanga, will honor her contributions
to this work. Camp Sumatanga played a major role in her life from her teen years up to her final months. She faithfully
took part in an Emmaus Prayer Group and was a member of Trinity United Methodist Church in Homewood at the
time of death.
Commendation by Rev. H. Elliott Wright and Rev. Lonna Lynn Euler Higgs
Barbara (Mom) was a PFOD—a planner, fixer, organizer, doer. She fixed and planned and organized and did all sorts of
things because she loved God’s world and God’s people. She could repair a lamp, create a garden, quilt a pillow, dance the
jitterbug, fix a fence, make a stuffed Pooh Bear, teach a Sunday school class, converse compassionately with a mentally
challenged-adult, and plan a trip or event with equal grace and style. I stand in awe of her myriad accomplishments,
many seen and just as many unseen. I am grateful for having been raised up by a strong woman who got stuff done, who
asked tough questions, who created beautiful things, who nurtured loving relationships, who stuck to what she believed,
who delighted in the successes of others, who loved God and who made me laugh until I cried and who I will miss most
dearly until the day I die. Thank you, Barbara (Mom)! May you know joy and peace, and be heaven’s best PFOD for all
eternity!

Irene Tate Gandy
June 19, 1933−May 20, 2019
Elizabeth Irene Tate Gandy passed on to new life on May 20, 2019. She was preceded in this
passing by her husband Willie Ralph Gandy, son Austin Marvin Gandy, daughter-in-law
Deborah Dye Gandy, parents Marvin and Laverne Tate and parents-in-law Lester and Evie
Gandy. She continues to live in her children Rev. Bill Gandy, Judy (Carl) Glass, Jimmy Gandy,
Joan (Curtiss) White; brother Alvin (Carol) Tate; and sister-in-law Jan Carder. She is loved by
her 19 grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren and a host of nieces and nephews.
She was a 1951 graduate of Benjamin Russell High School and a 1954 graduate of Caraway
Nursing School. She was a registered nurse for 46 years before retiring, serving patients at Russell
Hospital in Newnan, Georgia, Randolph County Home Health, Hartselle Hospital, Lawrence
County Hospital, Walker Baptist Medical Center and Bradford Drug and Rehabilitation Hospital.
She and Ralph were married in December 1956 and lived together until his death in 2002. They served as pastoral
family for United Methodist Churches from 1967 until 1994. She leaves a legacy of servanthood and love lasting all
her life. She passed on at home with her family caring for her.
A funeral service was held at First United Methodist Church Trinity Campus in Alexander City on May 24, 2019.

Mildred S. Gilbert
June 16, 1934−October 5, 2019
Mildred Sparks Gilbert was born June 16 1934, to William Sparks and Willie Belle Fields in
Birmingham. She died October 5, 2019. Her life was celebrated at a memorial service at Center
Point United Methodist Church on October 11, 2019. Interment followed at Zion Memorial
Gardens in Birmingham.
As a toddler, Mildred was given to her aunt and uncle, Rev. A.J. and Exie Mae Jones, to be
raised. Through this uncle she was introduced to the Methodist church as a young child, and
became the church musician where he pastored. Mildred had a lifelong love affair with music
and the Methodist church. She loved every genre of music—jazz, the great hymns of the church,
contemporary, love songs, America’s song book, but especially the classical music of Bach,
Shubert, Rachmaninoff, and Chopin.
Commendation by her children
Educated in the Birmingham public school systems and a graduate of Miles College, Mom spent years studying music.
She had an abiding faith in God and a sure confidence in his providence over her life and her family, a great love and
respect for God, an unwavering belief that he was everywhere, and was aware of what she needed and would provide.
She shared this with her children, your children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. She could calm your fears and
anxieties with a simple practical sentence.
Our Mom met our Dad, Thomas V. Gilbert, in church when she was 12 years old and they became best friends. Their
relationship flourished and led to marriage February 10, 1955. The marriage was blessed with six beautiful daughters.
Although being a mother of six children was a full time job, Mom was a piano teacher, a substitute teacher, a case
worker for the food stamp department as well as continuing to play for churches.
Mom was a loving daughter, devoted wife, an engaged mother to Gloria, Joann, Sharon, Tara, Rhonda, and Debra, a
good friend, a concerned first lady, and an advocate for those in need.
Mildred Gilbert’s memory will be cherished by her daughters and devoted sons by marriage, 19 grandchildren (seven
by marriage), 18 great grandchildren, sister cousins, engrafted daughter and family, nieces, nephews, great nieces and
nephews, a host of cousins, friends, and church family.
Her legacy is strong Christian faith, love, family, music, and laughter.

Phillip Dyer Grissom
November 11, 1959−August 20, 2019
Phillip Dyer Grissom was born in Pulaski, Tennessee, November 11, 1959, to Edwin Dyer
and Mary Nell Lentz Grissom. He died August 20, 2019, in Birmingham. He married Ruth
Bartholomew on June 5, 1982, and together raised a family of three children.
Phil was an engineer certified in Alabama and Georgia and a Certified Project Management
Professional, working for Southern Nuclear Company from 1982 until his retirement in 2019.
He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from Tennessee Tech
University in 1982 and a Masters of Nuclear Engineering from Georgia Institute of Technology
in 1986. He chaired the Systems and Equipment Evaluation technical committee for the
Pressure Water Reactor Owner’s Group for multiple years, and his leadership was instrumental in
resolving several extremely difficult and technical safety issues in the nuclear power industry. Phil was known for being
the Project Manager who could step in and steer a project back on track after it had gone off the rails. He was reputed
to be one of the most trustworthy and accurate project managers in the field.
Phil was always active in the life of the church, including Chair of Stewardship, Church Council Chair, Disciple Bible
Study leadership, faithful Sunday school attendee and leader of sound and tech teams. He enjoyed walking, traveling,
learning, working in the yard, boating and water skiing. He was a member of Canturbury United Methodist Church
in Birmingham.
He is survived by his wife, Rev. Ruth Grissom; children Rev. Kelsey Grissom (Lee Tibbetts), Lindsey Grissom and
Macy Grissom; grandchildren Houston Dyer Johnson, Keller Jacob Tibbetts and Morgan Joseph Grissom Tibbetts.
Commendation
Phil Grissom was an exceptional person. To his work, Phil brought an extraordinary intellect, rare technical abilities,
and unstoppable enthusiasm. To his family, Phil was a steady, loving husband and a constant supporter, teacher,
and friend to his children and grandchildren. Phil had a scientist’s mind and a contemplative’s heart: he was always
searching for truth, and at the same time always resting in faith. Phil did not indulge in boasting, blaming, or
gossip. He approached all people as friends, and refused to judge others. He could find a positive perspective in any
circumstance, and met challenges with curiosity and creativity. No matter what, Phil was trustworthy and fair, honest
and straightforward, calm, patient, gentle, and kind. He possessed that rarest of virtues: he was happy. His spirit lifted
other people, too. Phil loved life and embraced every opportunity it gave him to explore, learn, and enjoy.
All of us—Phil’s family, friends, and colleagues—miss him intensely. Our lives and work are impoverished by his
untimely death. And yet, we acknowledge the time we had with him, though so much shorter than we desired, was far
more than we deserved. We thank God for the gift of Phil’s life.

Dorothy Grove
March 6, 1919−July 19, 2019
Dorothy "Dot" Rowland Grove, aged 100 years and 4 months, died peacefully on July 19, 2019,
in Anniston, Alabama. Born in Fayette, Alabama, on March 6, 1919, to Zeb and Dora Rowland,
Dot lived an exuberant, loving, adventurous, faithful life and was beloved by anyone lucky
enough to share time with her.
She was preceded in death by her husband of well over 70 years, the Rev. Woodfin Kirk Grove,
who lived nearly to age 98. Together, they ministered to seven churches in the North Alabama
conference for well beyond 40 years. While she neither sang nor played the piano, nor would she
ever be described as demure, Dorothy, as Woodfin alone called her, nonetheless was the perfect
preacher’s wife because she was his perfect companion in life—the joyful yin to his serene yang.
Dot and Woodfin retired from their joint ministry career after eleven years at their favorite church, the Anniston
First United Methodist Church. Through their many churches, she served in multiple leadership roles. She served as
President of the Ministers’ Wives of the North Alabama Conference, as well as the Tuscaloosa, Bessemer and Anniston
Districts. She organized and taught young adult Sunday School classes in each of the churches they served. She worked
with the youth in the local church, district, conference and beyond. She served, for many years, as Dean of Women for
the youth camps at Sumatanga.
She also was much in demand as a lecturer across the North Alabama Conference and the Southeastern Jurisdiction.
She has been the featured speaker for the Ministers’ Wives in North Alabama, Alabama-West Florida, North Georgia
and Mississippi Conferences, as well as the Convocation of Ministers of Larger Churches for the Southeast Jurisdiction
in Sea Island, Georgia.
Not content to be merely a speaker, she also was an author. Her first book, Meet My Preacher’s Wife, was published
in 1979, and had seven printings. Her second book, Life After Retirement, was published in 1988. Her column, "Life
After Retirement," was featured in the United Methodist Voice for over 20 years. In 1996, her third book, Life After
Retirement II, was published. She has also authored a number of skits and short plays.
After retirement, Dot and Woodfin made their home in Anniston. They traveled extensively in retirement, camped
and hiked the trails in each of the continental states, and traveled in Europe, Latin America, South America, Alaska,
Hawaii, and made time for five cruises.
Dot is survived by her daughter, Anne Grove Mitchell (Jack); grandson John Grove Stiff (Teresa); god-daughter and
niece Lizanne Thomas (David Black); and nieces Susie Williams (Ronnie), Marilyn Burleson (Jimmy), and Dr. Martha
Branyon. She has a host of grand-nephews and -nieces: Johnny and Bradley Rowland, Tommy (Cindy) Burleson,
Teresa (Tim) Morrison, Matt (Shelley) Williams, Samantha (Ryan) Morgan, Roger (Kathryn) Black and Riley
(Michelle Thibodeaux) Black, and even more great grand nephew and nieces, but especially her special “little” ones
who called her Dordy: Rhett, Tyson and Scott Wyatt. This list barely begins to cover the other family members who
started as merely friends: the Birmingham gals, her phone pals (you know who you are), her “boyfriends” like Donald
and Grant and Gibson, the Grove class, her BFF Lucy, and so many more. We must also acknowledge with love and
thanks her caregivers at NHC Place, from Jacob and Tim to Camellia and Samantha and Brad; from Julie and Brenda
to Shelley and Teresa. If we have forgotten your name, we have not forgotten your love and generosity.
Funeral services were held at the First United Methodist Church in Anniston on Tuesday, July 23, 2019.

Robert Wilbanks Gunn
April 14, 1938−January 6, 2020
Reverend Robert (Bob) Wilbanks Gunn, 81, died peacefully on January 6, 2020. Rev. Gunn was
ordained an elder in 1963. During his ministry he served Duncan; Cullman First (Associate);
Wesley Memorial; Aliceville; Jacksonville; Albertville First; Sheffield First; Tuscaloosa First;
Latham; Sylacauga First; Jasper First; and East Lake United Methodist Churches. Bob's life and
ministry touched so many lives in ways that will continue well into the future.
A celebration of life service was held January 12, 2020, at Grace United Methodist Church in
Huntsville.

Annie Nora Hart
December 1, 1937−August 18, 2019
Nora Hart, 81, of Florence died August 18, 2019, at Florence Nursing and Rehab. Funeral services were held at
Milner's Chapel United Methodist Church on August 22, 2019, with Rev. Ralph Mann officiating. Burial followed in
Emmiline Stutts Cemetery.
Mrs. Hart loved cooking and decorating for her children and grandchildren during the holidays.
Mrs. Hart was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. William S. Hart and son, William Ronnie Hart. She is survived
by her children, Sherry Schell (Tim) and James Hart; daughter-in-law, Carol Hart; grandchildren, Michael, Chris,
Tami, Jimmy, Angela, Shelby, Tala and Jonah; great-grandchildren, Christopher, Braxton, Britney, Natalie, Shielyn,
Chase, Ethan, Preston, Allie, Kiley, Graham and Nate.

John Hassell Jr.
February 9, 1948−November 7, 2019
Reverend John Lenard Hassell Jr., age 71, of Gardendale, passed away November 7, 2019. John
was born February 9, 1948 to Dorothy Hassell and John Hassell Sr.
Rev. Hassell was ordained an elder in 2006. He served churches since 1995 including Bethlehem
Campground, Smoke Rise, Carbon Hill, Reform/New Hope, and Cottondale United Methodist
Churches. He also served as the Conference Disaster Response Coordinator from 2007-2012.
He retired in 2017.
Rev. Hassell is survived by his wife, Cheryl Hassell; son John (Angie) Hassell III; daughter
Dawn Sarah Turner; and daughter Lexi (Tristian) Tims; mother-in-law Dorothy Miller; sister
Gladys Dolan, sister DeeDee (Stuart) Johnson, sister Sister Phyllis (James) Miller, sister Sister
Joanna (James) Corona brother Frank (Angela) Hassell, brother Scott Hassell, brother Frankie Hogan and sister-inlaw Deborah (Craig) Leo; granddaughter Crystal (Nick) Horsley, granddaughter Stacy (LaWayne) Nunnelley, great
grandson Tristen Nunnelley, great grandson Tyler Horsley and great granddaughter Beona Nunnelley.
John was preceded in death by his parents; brother Douglas Hassell; sister Carolyn Geissler; and brother-in-law Jerry
Hoy.

Betty Daniel Hazel
January 14, 1933−October 19, 2019
Betty Ann Daniel Hazel was born on January 14, 1933, in River View, Alabama. Her parents
were Roy and Effie Kate Pitts Daniel. Her siblings were Sara, James and Mary. She married
Reverend Charles D. Hazel Sr. on December 30, 1948, in LaGrange, Georgia. They have two
children, Charlie Hazel and Angie Milner; four grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
Betty attended Southern State Community College and Wallace State Community College. Her
career included Assistant Registrar at Jefferson State Community College, Emory University
Food Services, Secretary and Albertville District Office Secretary. Her favorite hobby was
growing flowers.
Her husband of 70 years preceded her in death. Betty passed away on October 19, 2019, after a
decline in health from two previous strokes. Her memorial service was at Huffman United Methodist which was her
home church for many years.
Commendation by daughter Angie Milner
Betty D. Hazel, age 86, passed away on October 19, 2019. She was a devoted minister’s wife for 45 years. She had
a beautiful voice and often sang in the choir. She was a beloved wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and
friend. Her strong faith never wavered throughout her life.
In 2008, Betty had a stroke because of high blood pressure. Then in 2009, she had a second stroke because of low
blood pressure. Charles was told the strokes had damaged her brain, and she would eventually have dementia. Soon
after she started showing signs of dementia. Charles took care of her as long as he could. After 69 years of marriage,
they had to live in separate places. This was a very difficult time for everyone in the family. Even through all of her
forgetfulness, she never forgot the Lord. She was loved by all who knew her, and she will be greatly missed.

Charles Phillip Huckaby Jr.
September 27, 1934−December 21, 2019
Dr. Charles Phillip Huckaby Jr. was born September 27, 1934, in Central Park (Birmingham to
Charles Phillip and Pearl Elizabeth Horten Huckaby. He married Harriette Houston Huckaby in
June 25, 1957, in Bessemer, Alabama. He graduated from Birmingham-Southern College with a
B.A. in 1956, Vanderbilt University with a B.D. in 1959, and served as President of the Divinity
School student body and San Francisco Seminary in 1972.
Rev. Huckaby was ordained an elder in 1959. During his ministry he served Kimberly/Morris,
Holly Pond Circuit; Phil Campbell, New Hope, University Huntsville, Grace, and Hueytown
First United Methodist Churches. Other positions served include Florence State College
Wesley Foundation, Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry, Birmingham-West District
Superintendent and as Director of the North Alabama Conference Council on Ministries. He retired in 1997.
Community recognitions include President of Local Human Relation Council and Leadership Birmingham. His
hobbies included reading, writing working on the computer and being with family. He wrote Sunday school lessons,
journals, books and booklets. He was always working on a project!
He passed away on December 21, 2019. He is survived by his wife Harriette; daughters Beth Hyde Antone and
Martha Daniels (Mark); brother Dick Huckaby (Joan); sister Janice Strange; grandchildren Kate Daniels Branham
(Justin), Charles Hyde (Keri), Trent Daniels, Amanda Hyde Marbury (Ryan) and four great-grandchildren. His service
of celebration was at Trinity United Methodist Church in Homewood.
Commendation by daughter Marti Huckaby Daniels
Charles Phillip Huckaby Jr. was a husband, dad, grandad and G-daddy and friend to many. However, he would rather
had been knows as a “Be-ing”— a person who is connected to God and deeply aware of who he should be in that
relationship. After gaining his wings, people would tell me how Dad would make them feel; it was as if they were the
only person that mattered. I don’t think that too many people understood his creative connectedness to others who
were searching for something beyond themselves. He would use his outside interests to initiate conversations about
gardening, reading, playing guitar/banjo, sketching and writing to minister to them.
During Dad’s final days, he could not communicate very well with others. It was this time, the hymn “Come Thou
Fount” began playing in my head. I was confused as to the reason because I am more partial to others. Later, after
going through Dad’s funeral notes, I learned that he requested that song for his funeral. Phillip Huckaby was and
continues to be an example of a conscientious Christian – a Be-ing.

William O. "Bill" Lipp
July 14, 1936−June 28, 2019
Rev. Bill Lipp went home to be with his Creator at the age of 82. He was a wonderful man who
loved his family immensely. He touched many lives in his various roles as a pastor for over 50
years. He spent several years as a CPR and EMT instructor and was always very involved in the
communities in which he lived.
He is preceded in death by his parents, Cleon and Dorotha Lipp; mother-in-law Ruth Hodges;
sister and brother-in-law Norma and Robert Adams Sr.; brother-in-law George Blanco; son
Jonathan Lipp; grandson Clay McCarty; eight aunts and uncles, and 13 first cousins.
He is survived by his wife Lucinda Hodges Lipp; father-in-law Elver Hodges; sister Shirley
Thomas (Don); sisters-in-law Margaret Blanco and Kathleen Hodges; daughters Terri Hester
(Lee), Tracy Sawyer, Jessica McCarty (Patrick); sons David Lipp (Melissa), Todd Lipp (Cassie), Kenneth Lipp;
daughter-in-law Natalie Hughes; nephews Robert Adams Jr, Barry Adams, David Thomas (Jennifer), Daniel (Sarah),
Andrew Blanco (Sharyl), five great nieces and nephews, 14 grandchildren, and 15 great-grandchildren. A Celebration
of Life service was held July 6, 2019, at Eastlake United Methodist Church.

Annie Masters
August 26, 1935−April 1, 2019
Mrs. Annie Masters, 83, of Albertville passed away at her home on April 1, 2019. Funeral service
was held Aril 3, 2019, at Adams Brown Service Funeral Home Chapel with burial following at
Asbury Cemetery.
She is survived by a daughter, Tanya (Sammy) Templeton; sons Danny (Sylina) Masters, Ray
(Rhonda) Masters, James (Marlene) Masters; sisters Louise Webb and Linda Wooten; brother
Tony Stephens; 11 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents; Raymond and Elese Stephens; husband Rev. James
Fred Masters; daughter Pamela Ann Masters, 10 brothers and sisters.

L.B. "Jake" Mays
March 25, 1921−August 5, 2019
Rev. Laborn Brown “Jake” Mays, 98, of Florence, passed away on August 5, 2019. He was born
to William Thomas Mays and Martha Williams Mays in Marion County on March 25, 1921.
He was preceded in death by his parents; daughter Lucy; siblings, Lois Wyatt, Cordie L. Mays,
Quentin H. Mays, Ray F. Mays and William F. Mays; son-in-law Douglas R. Rich; and two
infant grandchildren.
Survivors include his wife of 74 years, Ellis Jean Lindsey Mays; daughters, Brenda Smith (Rosser
Jeff Smith) and Peggy Ann Rich; sister Exie Higginbotham; grandsons, Russell W. Spears, Jason
C. Rich, Caleb N. Rich, and Austin L. Rich and great-grandchildren, Trinity, Nathan and Jairen.
Jake was in the US Navy for six years and fought in the South Pacific during World War II. As a
United Methodist minister in the Florence District of the North Alabama Conference for 30 years, he served a number
of churches in Lauderdale and Colbert Counties. He was the sexton at Florence City Cemetery for many years.
Funeral service was held August 8, 2019, at at Edgemont United Methodist Church with Rev. Henry Prater and
Rev. Tommy Heaps officiating. Interment followed at Tri-Cities Memorial Gardens.

Jimmie Ruth Burton Parris
May 29, 1924−February 9, 2020
Jimmie Ruth Burton was born Novemebr 24, 1924, in Tallapoosa County, Alabama, to James
Monroe and Susan Elizabeth McEachern Burton. She was the youngest of 15, with nine sisters and
five brothers. She was married to Rev. William Alton Parris on March 27, 1948, at Wadley, Alabama.
She was a member of Tuscumbia First United Methodist Church at the time of her death.
She was a grauate of Chambers County High School, Southern Union Junior College and Berea
College in Kentucky. She was a child welfare worker for three years before starting her own
family. Jimmie was an active church member and supportive spouse of her husband's ministry in
the North Alabama Conference.
Jimmie worked in a variety of positions at the churches her husband served, including United
Methodist Women President, Administrative Board Member, Council on Ministries Member, Sunday school and
Missions Committee. She was also active in the Emmaus community, District and Conference level United Methodist
Women and clergy spouse groups.
A celebration of her life was held February 12, 2020, at Tuscumbia First with burial following at Midway United
Methodist Church in Wedowee.
Commendation by her son, Rev. Mark Parris
For just shy of 72 years Jimmie Parris was a Methodist pastor’s wife. She approached this as a calling by God and
served faithfully. Sundays and Wednesdays she could always be found sitting near the front of the sanctuary taking
notes of what her preacher husband said. She was always active in the women’s groups of the church over the years,
often serving as an officer.
As the mother of three children she served faithfully, also. One is a leader in his local church and a Gideon who also
does jail ministry. The second is a United Methodist pastor. The third serves as a missionary and a pastor’s wife. Jimmie
has eight grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren.
Jimmie began her higher education at Southern Union Junior College where she met Alton, and then graduated from
Berea College in Kentucky.
Jimmie loved to read and helped develop that same love in her children. She and Alton read many books aloud
together both at home and during car trips.
She loved to attend the clergy spouse retreats and gatherings. She could never understand why every clergy spouse
didn’t come. That was a large part of her identity.

Karen Robinson
January 14, 1956−August 4, 2019
Karen Monza Robinson, 63, passed peacefully surrounded by her loving family at her home
in Brundidge, Alabama, on August 4, 2019. She bravely fought her illness for 10 years with
more love and patience than seemed humanly possible. She is survived by her husband of 43
years, Rev. Michael Robinson, sons Josh and Nathan Robinson; grandsons Cooper and August
Robinson; mother Monza Wilson; and brother Kevin Wilson.
Karen was known as a wonderful wife and mother with a deep, sweet love that came from her
walk with the Lord. She lived her faith in her home, church and classroom. She worked overtime
for her students in Samson High School, New Hope High School, Dallas County High School
and Autauga Academy. She won the Apple Award for Best Teacher of the Year, year after year.
Her influence on the lives of her students, her family and her friends will live on. Her special loving spirit and her
goodness was evident even in the struggle of her last days. As long as she could speak we heard words of love and
thanks to all who cared for her.
Services were held August 7, 2019, at Moundville United Methodist Church with Rev. Billy Gaither officiating. Burial
followed in Oak Hill Cemetery in Moundville.

Mildred J. Sears
October 16, 1932−June 23, 2019
A graveside services was held for Mildred Janet Chambers Sears, 86, of Cullman, on June 26, 2019, at Simcoe
Methodist Cemetery with Rev. George Redding officiating; interment in Simcoe Methodist Cemetery followed.
Mrs. Sears passed away Sunday, June 23, 2019, at her residence. She was born Oct. 16, 1932, in Cullman to the late
Hugh Harold and Eula Grace Causey Chambers. She was fondly and lovingly referred to as “Net,” “Granny,” “Mom”
or “Mama.”
She was preceded in death by her husband, Reverend Joe Shelley Sears; children, Bonnie Collins, Diane (Hoyt)
Landers, and Jimmy Sears; and brother, Hugh H. “Pete” Chambers.
Survivors include her children, Mike (Diane) Sears, Donna (Butch) Bullard, and Bill (Sharon) Sears; siblings, Judy
(Dickie) Glenn, Kay Sparkman, Charlie (Wanda) Chambers, and Rebecca Chambers; eight grandchildren; eight greatgrandchildren; and a host of family and friends.
The family expresses a special “thank you” to the nurses and caregivers of Hospice of North Alabama.

Robert W. Smith Jr.
August 22, 1948−October 24, 2019
Reverend Robert Warren Smith Jr. was born on August 22, 1948, in Birmingham. He was
preceded in death by his parents, Robert Warren Smith Sr. and Nell Crocker Smith; and his
sister, Stephanie Smith Sherrer.
He attended school in Childersburg and Mobile, graduating from high school in Sao Paula,
Brazil. Rev. Smith earned a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Alabama in 1996 and a
Master of Divinity from Emory University on December 19, 1998.
Rev. Smith married Rebecca (Becky) on May 5, 1984, at Childersburg UMC. They have three
children, Rudolph Hugh Ingram III (Trey), Tonya Rebecca McEwen and Robert Warren Smith,
and five grandchildren.
He became an Elder in 2001. During his ministry he served Lester’s Chapel, Oldfield, Alberta, Weaver First, Ashville
First and Ragland United Methodist Churches. He retired after 20 years of service.
His hobbies were golf, deep sea fishing and supporting the activities of his grandchildren. His home church was
Childersburg First UMC.
Rev. Smith passed away on October 24, 2019. His body will be buried at sea.
Commendation by Rev. Gary Ward
After his service to both God and country through over seventeen years in the United States Marine Corps, Robert (Bob)
recognized that our Lord had called him to serve Him by proclaiming the message of Redemptive Love and Grace. He
expressed his calling to Becky saying, “God was sitting next to me in church this morning and said, ‘I want you’.”
Bob’s mom and dad had a printing company, Smith Print and Copy, in Birmingham, and Bob was following in the
printing business being the Southeast Representative with Kowa Printing in Champaign, Illinois. But Bob resigned his
job and started back to school, receiving his BS from the University of Alabama in August, 1996—thirty years after he
first started at Alabama in 1966.
To prepare for ministry Bob went to Emory University, Candler School of Theology and completed his Master of
Divinity degree in two and one half years.
Bob studied with a passion. He loved the Word and preached God’s message with warmth and power. He was a
diligent and faithful pastor, an effective leader and a courageous preacher, willing to take a stand against anything he
viewed as a threat to the Christian life and the United Methodist Church.
After having completed appointments to Lester’s Chapel, Oldfield, Concord, Alberta, Weaver First and Ashville First,
Bob retired on disability in 2011. After retirement he and Becky purchased a home in Tuscaloosa where they could
enjoy old friends, new friends and of course Alabama football.
The sustaining power of Bob’s faith was obvious during the last period of his illness as he continued to read, study and
pen his thoughts. Bob passed from this earth just as he had lived, quietly and peacefully, “Leaning on the Everlasting
Arms.”

Katherine Savage Twilley
August 10, 1941−January 12, 2020
Katherine Savage Twilley, 78, of Vestavia Hills, passed away comfortably January, 12, 2020. She
was the daughter of the late Howell Staten Savage and Nell Lemon Savage.
Mrs.Twilley was both an accomplished pharmacist and Global Methodist Missionary. She
attended Samford University, where she earned her Pharmacy degree. Mrs. Twilley spent many
years serving as a missionary in Bolivia. She retired from public service at Brookwood Hospital.
She was a longtime active member in numerous Vestavia Hills United Methodist Church
programs, but her real passion was conducting, eliciting and encouraging mission volunteerism.
She lived a rich life of devotion to serving others abroad. In her spare time she enjoyed reading
and helping others.
She is survived by her daughter Katherine Lyn Twilley; son Howell Glenn Twilley; and grandchildren Catherine Klaire
Twilley and Camden Mason Twilley. A Celebration Service was held January 17 at the Vestavia Hills United Methodist
Church chapel, Rev. Mike Harper presiding with liturgist Jim Frazier.

Roy Wolfe
March 28, 1935−March 20, 2020
Roy Wesley Wolfe Sr., 84, of Jasper, passed away March 20, 2020, at Princeton Medical Center.
A memorial service was held June 20, 2020, at Kilgore-Green Funeral Home with Randy
Boland, Jimmy Weathers and Don Edgil officiating.
Roy was born at Saucier, Mississippi on March 28, 1935, in a Methodist parsonage. He went to
Jackson Central High School in Jackson, Mississippi, Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi,
Emory University in Atlanta, and Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. He pastored
churches in Mississippi, Kentucky, Tennessee, Illinois, Indiana, South Carolina and Alabama.
The last service he conducted was March 8, 2020. He loved his church.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Roy and Jimmie Hillman Wolfe and his brother,
Hillman Wolfe. He is survived by his wife, Mary Lillian Jackson Wolfe; son, Roy Wesley Wolfe Jr.; and granddaughters
Mary Ann Wolfe and Haley Wolfe.

Lessie Wren
January 8, 1930−November 23, 2019
Lessie Mae Wren, 89, of Russellville, passed away November 23, 2019, at Terrace Manor
Nursing Home. She was born January 8, 1930, to Cim Timothy and Leora Thrasher. She was
married to the love of her life, Reverend Rowe Sims Wren, for 61 years. They enjoyed many
years in ministry together.
The memorial service for Mrs. Wren was held November 26, 2019, in the Spry Memorial
Chapel in Russellville, with Rev. Cheryl Blankenship officiating. Burial followed at Red Bay City
Cemetery.
She was preceded in death by her husband, parents, and son Randy Keith Wren She leaves to
cherish her memory a son, Phillip Mark Wren; grandchildren, Jeffery “Buddy” Wren and Jessica
Wren; brother, Omer Thrasher; sister, Ruth Griffus; and several nieces and nephews.
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Amazing Grace
arr. Christopher-Joel Carter IV
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Nancy Beard

Closing Hymn
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Benediction
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
arr. Christopher-Joel Carter IV
Music by Trinity United Methodist Church, Huntsville
Camilla Pruitt and Reverend Carrie Jones, Song Leaders
Christopher-Joel Carter IV, Organist/Pianist

