
Alabama Course of Study 
COS 421 – Bible IV – Prophets, Psalms, 

Wisdom Literature 
Instructor: 
Rev. Dr. Drew S. Holland 
Assistant Professor of Religion and Philosophy 
The University of Tennessee Southern 
Drew.s.holland@gmail.com (please use this e-mail) 
(205) 617-9228 
 

Course Description: 
This course examines God’s Word as expressed through Israel’s prophets, selected Psalms, and selected 
passages from Wisdom literature. 
 

Course Objectives: 
• The student, upon completion of this course, should be able to: 

• understand the origin, history, and use of these forms of biblical literature among God’s people. 

• exegete these forms of biblical literature. 

• apply exegesis to preaching, other pastoral responsibilities, and issues of the present day. 
 

Required Texts: 
• The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) will be the Bible translation used for the course. The 

particular NRSV Bible used is the student’s choice. Other translations are certainly welcome in 
class discussion. 

• Brueggemann, Walter. Spirituality of the Psalms. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2001. 978-
0800634506 

• Stulman, Louis, & Hyun Paul Kim. You Are My People: An Introduction to Prophetic Literature. 
Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2010. 978-0687465651 

• Clifford, Richard. The Wisdom Literature: Interpreting Biblical Texts Series. Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon, 1998. 978-0687008469 

 

Assignments: 
• Participation in weekly Moodle discussion forums and three Zoom meetings (25%): Students 

should complete the assigned readings (both from the Bible and the textbooks) and view the 

assigned videos each week. See the schedule of readings and assignments below. In the Moodle 

forums, we will exegete the biblical texts together and discuss the readings. It is perfectly fine to 

disagree with your classmates, but please be charitable when you do. Exegeting scripture is 

done best as a healthy conversation with different perspectives! Moodle forums will close on 

Friday at 11:59PM of the week they are due. Your grade will be assessed by how well you 

understand the material and the frequency of your participation. All Zoom calls will be on 



Tuesday nights at 7PM Central and will last no more than an hour. The goal of these calls will be 

to discuss the textbooks and review assignments. 

• Exegesis Papers (50% total): You will write two exegesis papers, one on a passage of your 

choosing from the Prophets, and one on a passage of your choosing from the Psalms or the 

Wisdom Literature. Due dates are below. These papers are intended to help the student in 

sermon preparation. Use the skills you acquired in 121 to help with these papers. Key questions 

that may help the student in these assignments are: a) What does the text have to say on its 

own terms (i.e., what are the texts main points)?, and b) What does the text have to say to us? It 

is strongly recommended that shorter pericopes be chosen rather than longer ones. That is, 

choose key verses from a particular chapter rather than an entire chapter, depending on the 

pericope’s length. Students are expected to engage the textbooks as primary resources for 

writing these papers. Each paper must be typed, double-spaced, one-inch margins, use a 12 

point font (e.g., Calibri, Times New Roman), and be properly cited using footnotes. Papers 

should be between 1000-1500 words in length, not including quoted biblical passages. Papers 

will be graded on Thesis, Argument, and Style (see Paper Rubric below). 

• Sermon (25%): You will write a short sermon, about 1,000 words in length, based on the 

exegesis of a paper from a previous assignment. Write this in the style you are most comfortable 

with from the pulpit. This will be due the last week of class. 

Tentative Schedule of Meetings and Assignments: 
Week Assignments 

July 16th Opening Worship 

Week of July 18th  Isaiah: Watch videos; Read Stulman and Kim, 1-94; Read Isaiah 6 and Isaiah 
40:1-11; Finish Moodle forums by 11:59PM Friday; Zoom Meeting #1 on 

Tuesday, 7/19, at 7PM Central 

Week of July 25th  Jeremiah and Ezekiel: Watch videos; Read Stulman and Kim, 97-181; Read 
Jeremiah 29:1-23 and Ezekiel 37:1-14; Finish Moodle forums by 11:59PM 

Friday 

Week of August 1st  The Minor Prophets: Watch videos; Read Stulman and Kim, 185-249; Read 
Hosea 11 and Micah 6:6-8; Finish Moodle forums by 11:59PM Friday; Zoom 

Meeting #2 on Tuesday, 8/2, at 7PM Central; Exegesis Paper 1 due by 
8AM August 4th 

Week of August 8th The Psalms: Watch videos; Read Bruggemann; Read Psalms 23, 51, and 100; 
Finish Moodle forums by 11:59PM Friday 

Week of August 15th  Proverbs and Job: Read Clifford, 42-96; Read Proverbs 10 and Job 38-39; 
Finish Moodle forums by 11:59PM Friday; Zoom Meeting #3 on Tuesday, 

8/16, at 7PM Central 

Week of August 22nd  Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon: Watch videos; Read Clifford, 97-114 and 
157-164; Read Ecclesiastes 3:9-22 and Song of Solomon 8:6-14; Exegesis 

Paper 2 and Sermon due by 8AM August 24th 

August 26th Closing Worship 



 

Submitting Assignments: 

Work must be submitted on time. Late work will be accepted in only the most extreme circumstances, 

such as a medical emergency, at the discretion of the instructor, and Director of the Course of Study. 

Work that does not adhere to the guidelines above will not be accepted. All written work should be 

submitted as a PDF document on the course Moodle page using the “Assignment” function.  

 

Grading Scale: 

A=100-90; B=89-80; C=79-70; D=69-60; F=59-0 

Appendix I: Grading Rubric for Papers  

Criterion Points 

Mechanics: Is the paper free of errors in spelling, grammar, and usage? General 

guidelines: Some typos and colloquialisms will yield a score of 20; very colloquial papers 

will yield an 18; papers that are nearly incomprehensible will yield a score of 10. 

25 

Logic: Is the student’s paper argued clearly with all of the appropriate elements (thesis, 

conclusion, exegesis, application, etc.)? Do the student’s arguments make sense? Has 

the student identified and addressed objections to her/his arguments? General 

guidelines: if no road map or thesis, 5 points will be docked for each of these; if the 

paragraphs are clunky and disorganized, 7 points will be docked. 

25 

Comprehensiveness:  Did the student address all of the relevant issues of the prompt? 

Papers that are too short or too long will be docked 5 points. 

20 

Accuracy: Are the statements in the paper factually correct?  15 

Legitimacy: How appropriately and accurately did the student use resources from 

primary and secondary sources? How well are the sources cited? Has the student 

critically engaged the issues and has she/he not simply copied lecture notes? Did the 

student utilize only materials from books and journals, rather than materials from 

websites [Wikipedia, blogs, YouTube, Twitter, click-bait sites, etc.]? General guidelines: 

if no scholarly sources are used, the score for this section will be a 2; if the citations are 

not full, the score here will be an 8; if citations are OK, the score will be a 5. 

15 

Total: 100 

 

Appendix II: A Short Guide on Writing Well 
The art of writing is different from that of speaking. Missteps are allowed in speaking because of non-
verbal cues. When you write, all you have are your words. Make sure they are clear and effective. 
Especially in the age of social media, how well you write can dictate the credibility your argument 
receives. So learn to write well (not “good”) if you want to be heard (or read). Here are a few points to 



always remember. This list is not exhaustive. So if you ever have any doubts about what you are writing, 
please consult Strunk and White’s The Elements of Style. 
 

• Every paper should follow a basic footprint. Begin with a paragraph of introduction in which you 
include (1) the problem the paper addresses, (2) your thesis statement stated clearly and succinctly, 
and (3) how you are going to argue your point. The middle of your paper should include at least one 
paragraph for each facet of your argument. State in each one how you arrived at that particular 
argument. Try to anticipate disagreements with these points and how you would respond to them. 
Finish with a concluding paragraph that includes (1) a reiteration of your thesis and how the 
preceding arguments have helped you reach that conclusion, (2) how this solves the larger problem 
and any big picture issues. Outline your paper with these points before you write. 

• Keep your sentences short and clear. You can actually write a longer paper by breaking up your ideas 
into smaller thought units. 

• Delete every adjective you find. Adjectives (words that describe nouns) tell your reader what you 
think rather than letting the reader think for her- or himself based on your argument. Not “I wrote a 
great paper;” but “I wrote a paper that conformed to, and even exceeded my professor’s 
recommendations.” 

• Avoid first-person speech. Your paper is about your argument; it’s not about not you. 

• Similarly, avoid second-person speech. Do not use “you” (as in, “when you read…”). You are not 
writing papers to me as your professor, but a general audience. Please keep your papers in the third-
person. 

• Avoid passive voice. Subjects should do the action; action should not be done to them. 

• Avoid split infinitives. You are going to type out papers; you are not going to type papers out. 

• Avoid putting prepositions at the end of a sentence. This is a goal to which you should aspire. 

• Try to avoid participles (“-ing” words) when a simple finite verb will do. You will write your papers. 
You will not be writing out your papers. 

• “You’re”=”You are” and “Your”=”That belongs to you.” 

• “They’re”=”They are,” “Their”=”That belongs to them,” and “There”=”That place.” 

• “It’s”=”It is” and “Its”=”That belongs to it.” 

• Punctuation belongs inside your last quotation mark. “…like this.” 

• Avoid exclamation marks. No one else is laughing at your joke if you are. 

• Please do not use emojis or memes. Let your words do the talking. 

• In a series of three or more items, place commas between each item, even before “and.” This will 
help you write clearly, cogently, and intelligently. This is known as the “Oxford comma.” 

• Argue ideas; not people. This is known as the ad hominem fallacy. 

• The thesaurus and dictionary are your friends. Do not use the thesaurus and dictionary pre-loaded 
on your word processor. These are free for a reason. 

• Observe proper subject-verb agreement. Plural nouns should have accompanying plural verbs. 
Singular nouns should have accompanying singular verbs. 

• After comparatives (“like,” “as,” “than,” etc.) and conjunctions (“and,” “but,” etc.), the next noun is 
the subject of a new clause. So it’s not “he is better than me” but “he is better than I.” 

• Place book titles in italics and shorter works in “quotation marks.” There should be no need to use 
underlines. 

• Italicize foreign words like shalom. 

• The Bible is a proper noun. Please capitalize its initial letter. 

• If you are unsure if something you are writing is clear enough, know there is always a better way to 
say what you are trying to say. Have someone you trust proofread your papers. Revision is hard 
work. But there is enormous satisfaction in stating your ideas clearly and crafting an effective 
argument. 


