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Alabama Course of Study  
COS 522: Theology in the Contemporary Church 

 
Rev. Dr. Drew S. Holland, M.Div., Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Religion and Philosophy, University of Tennessee Southern 
dholland@utsouthern.edu, (205) 617-9228 

 

Course Description: This course covers significant individuals, movements, events, and 

theological developments from the nineteenth century to the present.  Students will read 

selected primary sources. 

Learning Objectives: Students will be able to: 

1. Understand the origins and theological tenets of liberalism from the early 19th 

century to the present, including its influence on ecumenism and process theology. 

2. Understand and distinguish reactions to liberalism, including Fundamentalism, Neo-

Orthodoxy, and Evangelicalism. 

3. Understand the historical development and theology of the Holiness Movement, 

Pentecostalism, and the Charismatic Movement. 

4. Understand the origins and tenets of Liberation and Contextual theologies. 

Technical Requirements: 

In order to complete the course requirements students must have broadband internet access 
via personal computer with either Windows or current Apple operating system. Each student’s 
computer/device must have an enabled microphone, speakers, and video camera. 
 
We will use Zoom for our in person electronic meetings.  For those who are unfamiliar with 
Zoom, please use this link to learn the basics and receive instructions on how to download it to 
your computer. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E 
 

You will have several assignments using the Moodle Online Platform.  Once you register for the 
class you will receive an invitation to become a Moodle user.  An introductory lesson about 
Moodle can be accessed using this link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JJaXJdgxh4 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JJaXJdgxh4
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Structure of the Course: 

This online course will be mostly taught asynchronously using Moodle. Before Monday each 

week I will post a new video addressing that week’s material.  Students will then post questions 

and comments via a Moodle forum. We will also have periodic Zoom meetings as scheduled by 

the instructor (in the schedule below). Participation in these forums and attendance for Zoom 

sessions are required, and the quality of your contributions will account for part of the course 

grade. The other portion of the course grade will consist of two sets of short papers, one to be 

submitted August 8th and August 22nd. 

Required Texts: 

Migliore, Daniel L.  Faith Seeking Understanding:  An Introduction to Christian Theology, 3rd ed. 

(Grand Rapids, MI:  W.B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2014) (ISBN: 9780802871855) 

Newbigin, Lesslie. The Gospel in a Pluralist Society. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989) (ISBN: 

9780802804266) 

Schedule of the Course Meetings and Assignments: 

Zoom Meeting Date Assignments 

July 16th Opening Worship 

Week of July 18th Read chapters 1-4 of Migliore; Watch video; respond to Moodle forum; 
Zoom Meeting #1 on Thursday, 7/24, at 7PM Central 

Week of July 25th  Read chapters 5-9 of Migliore; Watch video; respond to Moodle forum 

Week of August 1st Read chapters 10-14 of Migliore; Watch video; respond to Moodle forum; 
Zoom Meeting #2 on Thursday, 8/4. At 7PM Central 

Week of August 8th Paper 1 due August 8th by 11:59 PM; Read chapters 1-6 of Newbigin; Watch 
video; respond to Moodle forum 

Week of August 15th Read chapters 7-15 of Newbigin; Watch video; respond to Moodle forum; 
Zoom Meeting #3 on Thursday, 8/18, at 7PM Central 

Week of August 22nd Paper 2 due August 22nd by 11:59PM; Read chapters 16-20 of Newbigin; 
Watch video; respond to Moodle forum 

August 26th Closing Worship 

 

Assignments: 

Grades for the course will be determined as follows: 

• 20%:  Participation in Zoom meetings and forum comments 

• 80%:  Papers 

Participation—20%  

Before each Monday I will post a video in which I discuss some important topics in the 

readings for that week.  Throughout the course of each week, every student must post 
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at least one comment (either your own comment or a response to someone else’s) on 

the Moodle forums for that week. The comment must be at least 3-4 sentences in 

length. Please engage with your classmates and respond to their comments. And please 

be charitable in your responses, also knowing that it is OK (even encouraged) to 

disagree. The deadline to post comments is Friday of each week by 11:59PM. We will 

also have three required check-ins on Zoom throughout the semester (see the above 

schedule). 

Papers—80% 

In this class you will write two book reports, guided by the prompts below. The grading 

rubric is also below. Please use only standard fonts (Arial, Calibri, Times New Roman) in 

either 11- or 12-point size. Each paper should be 1,750-2,000 words. Penalties will be 

assessed for papers that are too long or too short. 

Papers shall be submitted on the assignment app in Moodle (find it under the headings 

for each week) in PDF format. See the above schedule for due dates and times.  

Review of Migliore (40% of total grade, due August 8th at 11:59PM): 

Part 1 (approximately 1,000 words): Migliore notes several tensions in Christian 

theology. What are some of these tensions? Why does Migliore think is it 

important for Christians to hold these tensions rather than emphasize one side 

or another? What does it look like for you to hold these tensions in your 

ministry?  

Part 2 (approximately 1,000 words): Would you recommend Migliore’s book to 

your church members? Why or why not? 

Review of Newbigin (40% of total grade, due August 22nd at 11:59PM): 

 Part 1 (approximately 750 words): What is a “pluralist” society? How did society 

get to be pluralist? What gifts does Christian theology offer a pluralist society, 

according to Newbigin?  

Part 2 (approximately 750 words): Newbigin wrote his book in the late 1980’s, 

having just returning to England from India, where he spent several decades as a 

missionary. This book is a response to the culture shock he encountered when 

returning home. Thirty years after he wrote this book, even more has changed 

about the world. What principles from Newbigin’s book are still useful for 

Christian theology despite these changes? What would be needed to update 

Newbigin’s book?  

Part 2 (approximately 500 words): Would you recommend Newbigin’s book to 

your church members? Why or why not? 
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Criterion Points 

Mechanics: Is the paper free of errors in spelling, grammar, and usage? General 

guidelines: Some typos and colloquialisms will yield a score of 20; very colloquial papers 

will yield an 18; papers that are nearly incomprehensible will yield a score of 10. 

25 

Logic: Is the student’s paper argued clearly with all of the appropriate elements (thesis, 

conclusion, exegesis, application, etc.)? Do the student’s arguments make sense? Has 

the student identified and addressed objections to her/his arguments? General 

guidelines: if no road map or thesis, 5 points will be docked for each of these; if the 

paragraphs are clunky and disorganized, 7 points will be docked. 

25 

Comprehensiveness:  Did the student address all of the relevant issues of the prompt? 

Papers that are too short or too long will be docked 5 points. 

20 

Accuracy: Are the statements in the paper factually correct?  15 

Legitimacy: How appropriately and accurately did the student use resources from 

primary and secondary sources? How well are the sources cited? Has the student 

critically engaged the issues and has she/he not simply copied lecture notes? Did the 

student utilize only materials from books and journals, rather than materials from 

websites [Wikipedia, blogs, YouTube, Twitter, click-bait sites, etc.]? General guidelines: 

if no scholarly sources are used, the score for this section will be a 2; if the citations are 

not full, the score here will be an 8; if citations are OK, the score will be a 5. 

15 

Total: 100 

 

Appendix: A Short Guide on Writing Well (Not “Good”) 

The art of writing is different from that of speaking. Missteps are allowed in speaking because of non-
verbal cues. When you write, all you have are your words. Make sure they are clear and effective. 
Especially in the age of social media, how well you write can dictate the credibility your argument 
receives. So learn to write well (not “good”) if you want to be heard (or read). Here are a few points to 
always remember. This list is not exhaustive. So if you ever have any doubts about what you are writing, 
please consult Strunk and White’s The Elements of Style. 
 

• Every paper should follow a basic footprint. Begin with a paragraph of introduction in which you 
include (1) the problem the paper addresses, (2) your thesis statement stated clearly and succinctly, 
and (3) how you are going to argue your point. The middle of your paper should include at least one 
paragraph for each facet of your argument. State in each one how you arrived at that particular 
argument. Try to anticipate disagreements with these points and how you would respond to them. 
Finish with a concluding paragraph that includes (1) a reiteration of your thesis and how the 
preceding arguments have helped you reach that conclusion, (2) how this solves the larger problem 
and any big picture issues. Outline your paper with these points before you write. 

• Keep your sentences short and clear. You can actually write a longer paper by breaking up your ideas 
into smaller thought units. 
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• Delete every adjective you find. Adjectives (words that describe nouns) tell your reader what you 
think rather than letting the reader think for her- or himself based on your argument. Not “I wrote a 
great paper;” but “I wrote a paper that conformed to, and even exceeded my professor’s 
recommendations.” 

• Avoid first-person speech. Your paper is about your argument; it’s not about not you. 

• Similarly, avoid second-person speech. Do not use “you” (as in, “when you read…”). You are not 
writing papers to me as your professor, but a general audience. Please keep your papers in the third-
person. 

• Avoid passive voice. Subjects should do the action; action should not be done to them. 

• Avoid split infinitives. You are going to type out papers; you are not going to type papers out. 

• Avoid putting prepositions at the end of a sentence. This is a goal to which you should aspire. 

• Try to avoid participles (“-ing” words) when a simple finite verb will do. You will write your papers. 
You will not be writing out your papers. 

• “You’re”=”You are” and “Your”=”That belongs to you.” 

• “They’re”=”They are,” “Their”=”That belongs to them,” and “There”=”That place.” 

• “It’s”=”It is” and “Its”=”That belongs to it.” 

• Punctuation belongs inside your last quotation mark. “…like this.” 
• Avoid exclamation marks. No one else is laughing at your joke if you are. 

• Please do not use emojis or memes. Let your words do the talking. 

• In a series of three or more items, place commas between each item, even before “and.” This will 
help you write clearly, cogently, and intelligently. This is known as the “Oxford comma.” 

• Argue ideas; not people. This is known as the ad hominem fallacy. 

• The thesaurus and dictionary are your friends. Do not use the thesaurus and dictionary pre-loaded 
on your word processor. These are free for a reason. 

• Observe proper subject-verb agreement. Plural nouns should have accompanying plural verbs. 
Singular nouns should have accompanying singular verbs. 

• After comparatives (“like,” “as,” “than,” etc.) and conjunctions (“and,” “but,” etc.), the next noun is 
the subject of a new clause. So it’s not “he is better than me” but “he is better than I.” 

• Place book titles in italics and shorter works in “quotation marks.” There should be no need to use 
underlines. 

• Italicize foreign words like shalom. 

• The Bible is a proper noun. Please capitalize its initial letter. 

• If you are unsure if something you are writing is clear enough, know there is always a better way to 
say what you are trying to say. Have someone you trust proofread your papers. Revision is hard 
work. But there is enormous satisfaction in stating your ideas clearly and crafting an effective 
argument. 

 


