
Alabama Course of Study School
Online Summer Session, July 16 – August 28, 2022

COS 222 - Theological Heritage II: Early Church

Roger Short, Instructor
3149 Hidden Forest Cove, Montevallo, AL 35115

205-478-8214 - pastorog@gmail.com

Technical Requirements

In order to complete the course requirements students must have broadband internet
access  via  personal  computer  with  either  the  current  Windows  or  Apple  operating
system.  The Linux operating  system may work.  Android  devices,  Apple  iPads,  and
Chromebooks with broadband internet will suffice, too. Each student’s computer/device
must have an enabled microphone, speakers, and video camera. While not necessary
from the instructor’s standpoint, students may want to have the option to print from their
respective computers/tablets/devices.

We  will  use  the  Moodle  Learning  Management  System  in  order  to  share  learning
resources, for example, videos, images, and document files. Moodle can be accessed,
using  the  internet  on  a  computer  with  browsers,  such  as  Microsoft  Edge,  Google
Chrome, Firefox®, or Safari®. Students not familiar with Moodle are encouraged to view
a helpful orientation video produced by Wagner College. Here is a link to that video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hc_0Pk4U4pI

Some files will be shared by group email, requiring students to be able to send and
receive emails via an email app they choose. 

For online video group calling we will use the Zoom platform. For those unfamiliar with
Zoom here is a link to a YouTube video on how to use Zoom:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E

Description and Objectives

This course focuses on the history and theology of the Church through the first five
centuries.  Using  primary  sources,  students  will  reflect  on  significant  individuals,
events, and the articulation of the Christian faith during this period.

Students will be able to:
1. Understand and articulate the doctrine of the Trinity and the historical debates in 

the early Church around the person and nature of Christ.
2. Understand and articulate a doctrine of salvation in light of the controversies of 

the early church.
3. Understand the history and significance of the creeds and ecumenical councils.
4. Appropriate historical theology for pastoral ministry.
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Textbooks

Required: Gonzalez, Justo.  The Story of Christianity, Volume 1: The Early Church to
the  Dawn  of  the  Reformation.  2nd  ed.  New York:   HarperCollins,  2010.  (ISBN
9780061855887)

Supplementary:
1. Bettenson, Henry, and Chris Maunder.  Documents of the Christian Church.  4th

ed. New York: Oxford University Press, USA, 2011. (ISBN 9780199568987)
2. Bondi,  Roberta.  To Love as God Loves.  Minneapolis:  Fortress Press,  1987.  

(ISBN 9780800620417)
3. Frend,  W.H.C.  The  Rise  of  Christianity.  Philadelphia:  Fortress  Press,  1984.  

(ISBN 0-8006-0713-9)

Reading and Assignments

Read  The  Story  of  Christianity,  Volume  1:  The  Early  Church  to  the  Dawn  of  the
Reformation, chapters 1-28 (pp. 1-313), taking notes on important issues for your own
information and use. 

Pre-Course Writing Assignment: Write an essay, reflecting on the meaning of salvation
to you personally.  In  the  essay compare and contrast  your views on salvation with
those of the gnostics of the 1st and 2nd centuries CE. You may use reliable sources of
information other than the text required for this course, but if you do, then provide your
list  of  references.  Type the 1,100-1,400 word essay,  using one inch margins,  page
numbering, and double line spacing. Write using your own words. Don’t merely quote
from authors.  When you do quote,  paraphrase,  or  allude  to  textbooks,  please  use
internal  documentation,  giving  the  page  number  of  the  material  that  you  are
referencing, for example: “The earliest Christians did not consider themselves followers
of a new religion” (González, 27). Using footnotes is another acceptable form of internal
documentation.  For  proper  use  of  footnotes  consult  https://www.citefast.com/?
s=Chicago# or The Chicago Manual of Style, 17  th   Edition   (ISBN-13: 978-0226287058).
Include with your essay a completed Alabama Course of Study School Cover Sheet
2022,  download  available  a  this  link:  https://www.umcna.org/alcosumc.  This  essay
must be delivered to the course instructor by U.S. Mail, delivery service, or email
no later than Saturday, July 9, 2022.

Mid-Course Writing Assignment: Write an essay, explaining the meaning of the Nicaean
Creed to you personally and to the church of the 4 th century, CE. You may use reliable
sources of information other than the text required for this course, but if you do, then
provide your entire list of references on a separate sheet of paper. Type the 1,100-
1,400 word essay, using one inch margins, page numbering, and double line spacing.
Write using your own words. Don’t merely quote from authors. When you do quote,
paraphrase, or allude to textbooks, please use internal documentation, giving the page
number of the material that you are referencing, for example: “The earliest Christians
did not consider themselves followers of a new religion” (González, 27). Using footnotes
is  another  acceptable  form of  internal  documentation.  For  proper  use  of  footnotes
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consult  https://www.citefast.com/?s=Chicago# or  The  Chicago  Manual  of  Style,  17  th  
Edition (ISBN-13: 978-0226287058).  Include  with  your  essay  a  completed  Alabama
Course  of  Study  School  Cover  Sheet  2022,  download  available  at  this  link:
https://www.umcna.org/alcosumc.  This  essay  must  be  delivered  to  the  course
instructor by U.S. Mail, delivery service, or email no later than Sunday, August 28,
2022.

Engagement with Online Learning Resources

Online  Group  Video  Calls  Component:  Students  are  required  to  participate  in
ALCOS Summer 2022 opening and closing worship services. The worship will take
place by Zoom, and all students registered for summer classes will be sent a Zoom
invitation prior to each worship service. Opening worship is scheduled for Saturday,
July 16, 2022, 9:00 AM CDT. Closing worship/graduation celebration is scheduled for
Sunday, August 28, 2022, 3:00 PM CDT.

On Saturday, July 16, 2022, students will engage in an online group video call via
Zoom that will introduce them to the course design, the technology, the weekly learning
resources to be posted, and the weekly writing assignments they will be required to
post. In the introductory online group video call students will be able to ask questions
and to receive answers concerning all aspects of the course. This video call will begin
at 10:15 AM CDT (or a time class members unanimously select) and will last for one
hour.

On Saturday, August 6, 2022, students will participate in a second online group
video call in order to ask questions and to receive answers. This video call will begin at
9:00 AM CDT. (or a time class members unanimously select) and will last for one hour.

Online Learning Resources Posts  and Students’  Reflections Component:  Once per
week for six weeks the instructor will post learning resources to the ALCOS Moodle
Learning  Management  System--videos,  images,  audio  recordings,  written  materials,
etc.  (primarily  videos of  COS 222 PowerPoint  presentation slides with pre-recorded
narrations corresponding to each slide). Students will be required to process the weekly
learning  resources  by  reading,  listening,  viewing,  etc.,  then  by  submitting  one
substantial  reflection  on  the  learning  resources  shared  that  week.  The  student  will
submit the written reflection on the ALCOS Moodle Learning Management System.

In addition to their reflecting on the weekly learning materials, students will be required
to read their classmates’ reflections and to write thoughtful, courteous responses to two
of their classmates’ reflections. The instructor will give feedback, as well.
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Grade Determination

The course instructor will assign a letter grade, reflecting an evaluation of the student’s
performance on each of the following components:

1. Pre-Course Writing Assignment – 25% of the student’s course grade
2. Mid-Course Writing Assignment – 25% of the student’s course grade
3. Participation in two online group video calls and two online worship services –

25% of the student’s course grade 
4. Six  reflections  on the  instructor’s  six  weekly  online  learning  resources posts,

together with a total of twelve online responses to other students’ reflections –
25% of the student’s course grade 

Evaluation of the student’s performance will be determined according to the Grading
Policy (copy attached). The student’s course grade will be determined by combining the
four components given above.

The course instructor will make every effort to submit course grades within two weeks
after the end of the course.

If  it is necessary to give an “Inc” (incomplete), the course instructor will give written
notice both to the ALCOS Director and to the student involved concerning what the
student must do and by when the work must be completed and turned in.
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Grading Policy

A grade of "A" reflects:
1. Consistently excellent and creative work.
2. Writing assignments and oral presentations are strong and interesting, exhibiting a

superior  level of analysis and interpretation. They are clear and without errors in
grammar, spelling or diction.

3. The student can interpret theses and the points of view of others in his or her own
words both in writing and orally.

4. The  student  participates  in  class  in  ways  that  contribute  significantly  and
appropriately to the growth and learning of the whole class.

A grade of "B" reflects:
1. Good comprehension but less evidence of an ability to interpret the material.
2. Writing assignments and oral presentations are interesting, exhibiting a high level of

analysis  and interpretation. Theses tend to be predictable or too broad and
may not be fully supported. Not all examples may support a thesis, or an example
may not be fully analyzed.

3. They are, however, clear and without errors in grammar, spelling, and diction.
4. The  student  can  articulate  theses  and  points  of  view  of  others  but  relies

moderately on the others' own words.
4. Class participation contributes somewhat to the growth and learning of the class.

A grade of "C" reflects:
1. Comprehension of the material but little evidence of ability to interpret the material.
2. Writing  assignments  and  oral  presentations  contain  a  mix  of  strengths  and

weaknesses, with moderate level of analysis and interpretation. Theses are either
too  obvious  or  too  vague.  Assertions  are  not  supported.  Introductions  and
conclusions  are  not  very  effective,  e.g.,  missing  transitions,  and  conclusions.
Papers and presentations contain errors of grammar,  word choice, and spelling.
Student relies on clichés rather than careful thought.

3. The student can articulate theses and points of view of others but relies heavily
on quotes from others. Has difficulty putting ideas into own words.

4. Speaks up occasionally in class but contributes little to growth and learning of class.

A grade of "D" reflects:
1. Evidence of exposure to material, but non-comprehension of material. No evidence

of ability to interpret material.
2. The assignment has not been addressed.
3. Written and oral work has not followed directions, or it has failed to present what

has been asked for, e.g. thesis, arguments, evidence, etc. Materials are extremely
quote-dependent.

4. Student is present but does not participate.
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A grade of "F" reflects:
1. Incompetence.
2. Both  written  and  oral  work  are  incomprehensible.  Papers  are  unreadable,

unrecognizable, or missing.
3. Plagiarism.
4. Class participation is inappropriate, incomprehensible, or absent.

PreCourse / MidCourse / PostCourse Work Policy

The course instructor and student must comply with the ALCOS policy on deadlines
(copy attached) when submitting work assigned by the course instructor.

6 of 7



7 of 7


