
Guidelines and Accountability for the Use of Social Media for the  
North Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church 

 
Preface 
 
For the sake of the mission of Jesus Christ in the world and the most effective witness to the 
Christian gospel and in consideration of your influence as an ordained minister, are you willing 
to make a complete dedication of yourself to the highest ideals of the Christian life; and to this 
end will you agree to exercise responsible self-control by personal habits conducive to physical 
health, intentional intellectual development, fidelity in marriage and celibacy in singleness, 
integrity in all personal relationships, social responsibility, and growth in grace and the 
knowledge and love of God? (2012 Book of Discipline, paragraph 335.c.3) 
 
This question is one of the questions answered by all who are members of the clergy of the 
United Methodist Church. The high calling to which we ascribe demands not only integrity and 
responsibility in our real-world situations, but also in our online outlets as well. For this reason, 
we are publishing the following guidelines for the responsible use of social media. 
 
The following are meant to be guidelines to help us navigate through the plethora of social media 
platforms available. While they are not written as rules, they will be used if there are questions 
that arise pertaining to clergy integrity, or the integrity of the ministry of a NAC congregation, 
program, or ministry.  
 
Guidelines 
 

• What is your purpose in using social media? 
o Is this page for personal or professional use? 
o Is this page for an individual, group, program, or congregation? 
o Is this page intended for the sharing of information only, gathering feedback, or 

building and maintaining relationships? 

• Remember that social media is a public forum. 
o Who will be allowed to post to the page? 
o What content will be allowed to be posted? 
o Do you have consent for the posting of pictures involving children and youth? 
o What language is being used? (Not only profanity, but is the language suitable for 

your target users?) 
o Does your site promote any agenda, implicitly or explicitly?  Does that agenda 

conform to the beliefs, doctrines, principles, and policies of the UMC? 

• Does your site, page, or post conform to the policies found in the Book of Discipline? 
o Does your site conflict with any of the beliefs, doctrines, principles, and policies 

as found in the current Book of Discipline? 

• Understand the complexity of maintaining social media relationships with previous 
congregants. 



o Maintain appropriate boundaries with previous congregants. 
o Do not interfere with the ministry or authority of the currently appointed pastor. 
o Do not become triangulated into discussions involving the current situations of 

the former congregation. 

• Having social media relationships with persons outside your congregation: 
o If you are clergy and they are a part of another congregation, remember you are 

their friend, not their pastor.  Do not overstep boundaries or interfere with the 
ministry or authority of their pastor. 

o Be careful in allowing persons outside your congregation to have access to the 
professional pages of ministries, programs or groups within your congregation. 
Ask, “Why does this person need to be a part of this page?” 

o Maintain appropriate boundaries and relationships in your posts. Remember, 
“friends” of your “friend” can have access to your information as well. 

o Do not use profanity, post inappropriate pictures, or make inappropriate remarks. 
Remember who can see your posts. 

o Be discerning as to whom you friend. Use caution when friending minors. 

• Understand the social media site’s privacy settings. 
o Every social media site’s privacy settings are different, and some can be a little 

confusing. Be sure to understand and work through your site’s settings, and 
ensure your settings are appropriate for the purpose of your page.   

• Regularly monitor your site(s). 
o Use malware protection software to help control potential viruses and threats. 
o Check your site often to ensure what is being posted. 
o Remember, you are responsible for what can be found on your site.  

• Security 
o Be careful when installing external applications to your site.  Examples of such 

are games, calendar programs, and the like. 
o Never provide your user name and password to on outside source or email. These 

are phishing scams that will capture your profile and use it to send our virus and 
spyware to your contacts. 

o Again, use updated malware protection software. 
•  
• Accountability 

o Check the truthfulness of any shared postings.  (Examples: shared statements 
about political/governmental actions, quotes from well-known people, ect.) 

The North Alabama Conference Board of Ordained Ministry reserves the right to check the 
social sites of clergy under its purview to help insure the highest ideals of the Christian life.1 

                                                
1 2012 Book of Discipline, paragraph 335.c.3 
* taken from the Guidelines for the Responsible Use of Social Media, Virginia Annual 
Conference of the UMC.   



This includes an initial check of all who are applying for clergy orders at the time of their 
interviews.   

 


